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POSSESSIVESPOSSESSIVES

AdjectivesAdjectives

MYMY
YOURYOUR
HISHIS
HERHER
ITSITS
OUROUR
YOUR YOUR 
THEIR

PronounsPronouns

MINEMINE
YOURSYOURS
HISHIS
HERSHERS
ITSITS
OURSOURS
YOURSYOURS
THEIRSTHEIR THEIRS
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ExampleExample::
I donI don’’t t wantwant to to shareshare a a 

roomroom. I . I wantwant mymy ownown
roomroom..

ThisThis notnot hishis bedroombedroom. . 
ThisThis is is oursours.

ExerciseExercise::
SheShe is is writingwriting to to 

________ ________ boyfriendboyfriend..

ThisThis is is notnot ________brotherbrother. . 
ThisThis is _____.. is _____.
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GENITIVE CASEGENITIVE CASE

WeWe normallynormally use use ––’’ss for for peoplepeople oror
animalsanimals::

KarenKaren’’s s eyeseyes..
TheThe horsehorse’’s s tailtail..
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WeWe cancan use use ––’’ss withoutwithout a a nounnoun afterafter it:it:

ThisThis isnisn’’t t mymy book. It is book. It is mymy brotherbrother’’s. s. 
(=(=mymy brotherbrother’’s book)s book)
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WeWe do do notnot alwaysalways use use ––’’ss for for 
peoplepeople::

WhatWhat thethe namename ofof thethe manman whowho lentlent us us 
moneymoney??

thethe manman whowho lentlent us us thethe money money 
is is tootoo longlong to to bebe followedfollowed byby --‘‘ss
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WeWe cancan use use ––’’s s withoutwithout a a nounnoun afterafter it:it:

ThisThis isnisn’’t t mymy book. It is book. It is mymy brotherbrother’’s.s.
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Note Note thatthat wewe saysay::

a a womanwoman’’s s hathat = a = a hathat for for womanwoman
a boya boy’’s s namename = a = a namename for a boyfor a boy
birdbird’’s s eggegg = = anan eggegg laidlaid byby a a birdbird
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For For thingsthings, , ideasideas, etc. , etc. wewe normallynormally useuse

ofof ........

TheThe doordoor ofof thethe garage garage 
((notnot thethe garagegarage’’s s doordoor))

TheThe namename ofof thethe bookbook
((notnot thethe bookbook’’s s namename))

SometimesSometimes youyou cancan use use nounnoun + + nounnoun
thethe garage garage door               thedoor               the cafecafe ownerowner
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YouYou cancan use use eithereither ––’’ss oror of...of...
for for anan organizationorganization

TheThe governmentgovernment’’s s decision decision 
TheThe decisiondecision ofof thethe governmentgovernment

TheThe companycompany’’s s successsuccess
TheThe successsuccess ofof thethe companycompany
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AfterAfter a singular a singular nounnoun wewe use use ––’’ss
MyMy sistersister’’s s roomroom

AfterAfter a plural a plural nounnoun wewe putput anan apostropheapostrophe
afterafter thethe ss
MyMy sisterssisters’’ roomroom
TheThe CartersCarters’’ househouse
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Note Note thatthat youyou cancan use use ––’’ss
afterafter more more thanthan oneone nounnoun

Jack Jack andand JillJill’’s s wedding   wedding   
MrMr. . AndAnd MrsMrs..’’s Carters Carter’’s s househouse

ButBut ifif therethere are are twotwo possessorspossessors andand thethe
thingsthings theythey possesspossess aare differentre different, use , use ––’’ss
in in bothboth nounsnouns
LucyLucy’’s s andand CristinesCristines’’s s husbandhusband
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WeWe use use ––’’ss afterafter a a properproper namesnames
endingending in  in  ss

CharlesCharles’’s s job             job             
Tom AtkinsTom Atkins’’s s carcar

ButBut ifif thethe namename is is classicalclassical oror biblicalbiblical, , wewe
justjust addadd thethe apostropheapostrophe::
JesusJesus’’ disciplesdisciples
SocratesSocrates’’ ideasideas
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YouYou cancan alsoalso use use ––’’s s withwith time time 
expressionsexpressions::

Do Do youyou still still havehave yesterdayyesterday’’s s newspapernewspaper??
NextNext weekweek’’s meeting s meeting hashas beenbeen canceledcanceled..
I I havehave a a weekweek’’s s vacationvacation startingstarting onon MondayMonday..

WeWe alsoalso use use ––’’s in s in specialspecial expressionsexpressions ((idiomsidioms))
For For goodnessgoodness’’ sake           sake           For For conscienceconscience’’s s sakesake
OutOut ofof harmharm’’s s wayway
AtAt oneone’’s s witswits’’s s end            end            
thethe sunsun’’s s raysrays
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REFLEXIVE PRONOUNSREFLEXIVE PRONOUNS
MyselfMyself
YourselfYourself
HimselfHimself
Herself Herself 
ItselfItself
OurselvesOurselves
YourselvesYourselves
ThemselvesThemselves
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StudyStudy thethe differencedifference betweenbetween
--selvesselves andand eacheach otherother::

Tom Tom andand AnnAnn stoodstood in front in front ofof thethe mirrormirror andand
lookelooke atat themselvesthemselves..

AnnAnn lookedlooked atat Tom;Tom Tom;Tom lookedlooked atat AnnAnn..
TheyThey lookedlooked to to eacheach otherother..
YouYou cancan use use oneone anotheranother insteadinstead ofof eacheach
otherother::
HowHow longlong havehave youyou andand Bill Bill knownknown oneone anotheranother? ? 
((oror knownknown eacheach otherother))
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Complete Complete thethe sentencessentences with with 
––selvesselves oror eacheach otherother::

If If peoplepeople workwork tootoo hardhard, , theythey caca makemake
________ ________ sicksick..
I I needneed youyou andand youyou needneed me. me. WeWe need need 
________.________.
In In thethe U.S. U.S. friendsfriends oftenoften givegive ______ ______ 
presentspresents atat CristmasCristmas..
Some Some peoplepeople are are veryvery selfishselfish. . TheyThey thinkthink
onlyonly ofof __________.__________.
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